320      Truth on the Tragedy of France
The day after 335,000 officers and men of the armies
of the North had been evacuated from Dunkirk by the
British Navy, assisted by the French, this aerial visit
came to herald a fresh onslaught by the German motorised
divisions on the Somme and on the Aisne.
While awaiting the issue of it, which, unhappily, would
not be uncertain, M. Paul Reynaud meditated a further
reshuffle of his Ministry. He had taken a liking for such
action. This would be the third time in less than three
months. His principal object would be the final elimination
of M. Daladier from the Government.
This was the second step in the operation of May i8th.
M. Paul Baudoum and Mme. de Portes made up his mind
for him by providing him with the best of pretexts. They
had recourse to the Foreign Affairs Commission of the
Senate, where they had reliable agents, and the President
of it, M. Henry Berenger, who had a touch of sadism in
Ms mind as well as in his glance, would steer the manoeuvre
with calm voracity.
The Commission met and decided to have no relations
with the new Minister for Foreign Affairs. It charged its
President to acquaint the Prime Minister with its decision,
M. Henry Berenger performed his mission with the air
of a man who. is going to savour a rare pleasure. He
licked his lips as with an innocent air he declared to M.
Paul Reynaud that the honour of the Commission could
not be tarnished by the least contact with M. Daladier.
He was sorry to add another worry to the many which
already beset the Premier. It cost him much to execute
this mission of justice, but patriotism had rights that there
was no gainsaying.
As he spoke in a sorrowful tone his accusing eye was
riveted on M. Paul Reynaud, who feigned surprise. M.
B&enger was delighted to see him conceal his feelings so
badly and to hear him murmur a few words of astonish-
ment. Pretending to be greatly affected and very much
put out, M. Paul Reynaud remarked that this was a